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Dear 6th Grade Families,

Thank you for your flexibility and support as we move to Remote Instruction on short notice.
The sixth grade teacher team and district administrative team is working on communicating key
next steps for our students' learning. Please understand the decision to enact an adaptive
pause is made with careful consideration. I acknowledge that this is disruptive and understand
that we want all of our students to receive in-person instruction.  Thank you for your support!

Sometimes the incidence of covid requires more restrictive mitigation strategies such as an
adaptive pause. Last school year we did this on three occasions for two classrooms and one
grade-level. That strategy was critical to continuing in-person instruction for the rest of the
school and clearly supported both student and staff safety. Please review the following details
regarding this challenge, the rationale for doing so and steps that you can take to support our
return to in-person instruction.

In this situation for 6th grade:
● We have two covid positive students who have been out of school since 9-3-21.
● We have one more positive student this week with another student within the household

likely to be determined as positive.
● We have had another 10 students in the last 3 days who called in sick or sent home with

covid symptoms or have family members who tested positive for covid.
● Of those 10 students, 2 after yesterday’s letter have reported a negative covid test yet

remain in quarantine. The remaining 8 students are in varying stages of getting tested
and may be waiting for results.

● We need to determine which additional students may be sick with covid symptoms today
and tomorrow.

● This pattern of absence with symptoms and actual confirmed cases within this period of
time does not exist in other grades for Itasca District 10.

● No other details may be shared further to protect the confidentiality of our students and
families.

Rationale for an adaptive pause:
● This mitigation strategy was used effectively last year to assure student and staff safety

while we were one of a few districts that provided the choice of in-person instruction for
students for the whole year.



● This is a preemptive strategy to mitigate the risk of spread further in 6th grade and to
minimize the risk of spread to 7th and 8th grade. With school spread it is the whole
school that would be at risk of enacting an adaptive pause.

● With Itasca’s unique grade-center design, our students' siblings are typically in another
school. If one school were to close in-person instruction it is likely through siblings that
other schools would be at risk to do the same.

● By taking a preemptive pause in a grade with concerning data we are protecting
in-person instruction for the rest of the school district in addition to protecting the safety
of our 6th grade students.

● The Board of Education has empowered me to act quickly to assure student and staff
safety when concerned.   I do so in this case with resolve and confidence.

● Our teachers and staff who have consistently worked through the pandemic to provide
in-person instruction, support this strategy and action too.

● The DuPage County Health Department has provided consultation and supports
my decision-making authority for our students’ safety.

How can all families help us quickly return to in-person instruction and protect in-person
instruction in other grades:

● Complete the “Daily Screener” and do not send your child to school with covid symptoms
as it is possible they will spread them to other students.

● If you are in 6th grade and receiving Remote Instruction, continue the Daily Screener.
If your student is ill, it is critical that our nurse follow up with you to track your student
even if they are at home. This data may help other students return to in-person
instruction more quickly.

● If your child is quarantined at home, please do not have them play after school with other
students who are not quarantined.

● If you or another family member is sick or getting tested please keep your child home
unless they are vaccinated even if they have no symptoms. If you have a positive result
it is likely that your child will too. Virtually all of our covid cases through contact tracing
seem to have started at home.

● If your child is quarantined and asymptomatic (no symptoms) please wait three days and
have them tested with a viral PCR test at a healthcare provider or testing site.

● If your child is symptomatic please have them take a viral PCR test immediately at a
healthcare provider or testing site.

● With the prior two points it is critical that you test as quickly as guidance allows and
immediately share results with our school nurse or administrator. Although this may not
clear the student to return to school yet, it helps assess the possibility of an outbreak and
the risk of spread to other students. By doing so you are helping other students continue
to receive in-person instruction!

● Many situations may be nuanced and specific to your family, please do not hesitate to
discuss them with our school nurses and administration. We will review IDPH and DCHD
guidance with you. Please do this before sending a student to school that has a
symptom. For instance your child may have allergies, but let’s have that discussion
before you send them to school with symptoms.



● If the incidence of illness for our 6th graders remains low and we receive more negative
test results from quarantined students there is a chance that we will reevaluate our
return to in-person date and make it earlier than Monday, September 27th. We will keep
you posted.

● Practice all IDPH safety recommendations, for face masks, social distancing and
hygiene at all times.

● Consider receiving a covid vaccination if you or your child are eligible and if you haven’t
already. It seems that in general we have had very few student cases when the parents
and other eligible household members are vaccinated.

I know this is tough and we are all ready for this pandemic to go away so we can return to
normal. Trust us we all feel the same way and are weary at times too. We are working hard to
return to normal and provide in-person instruction with all our extra curricular activities. As a
district our resolve and determination to return to normal is undeterred and very strong. We just
need to do so safely.

Additionally, in our district and community we do not shame students or families who have a
covid positive case or individuals who wear masks. We are one district and a unified community
that supports one another and offers compassion when called for. It is through that very grace
and care for one another that we will overcome this. I will ask that we adhere to IDPH and
DCHD guidance consistently. I would also appreciate it if we are consistent in following all the
points I just outlined. As always feel free to follow up with our administrative team or myself if
you have concerns or questions.

Thank you for your support and understanding.

Craig Benes
Superintendent, Itasca 10


